Densidades lineales de aves en tres
afluentes del río Paraná, en
Paraguay Oriental
Hayes, F. E.; Tamayo, T. G.
1992

Cita: Hayes, F. E.; Tamayo, T. G. (1992) Densidades lineales de aves en tres
afluentes del río Paraná, en Paraguay Oriental. Hornero 013 (03) : 254-256

www.digital.bl.fcen.uba.ar
Puesto en linea por la Biblioteca Digital de la Facultad de Ciencias Exactas y Naturales
Universidad de Buenos Aires

254

Comunicaciones

UTERATURE CITED
Araya. B. and G. Millie. 1986. Guia de campo de las aves
de Chile. Editorial Universitaria. Santiago.
Harrison. P. 1985. Seabirds, an identification guide. Second edition. Houghton Mifllin, Boston.
1987. A field guide to seabirds of the world. Stephen

Hornero. Vol 13

Greene Prcss, Lexington. Massachusetts.
Murphy, R. C. 1936. Oceanic birds of South America.
Arner. Mus. Nat. HisL Vol. II: 641-648.
Parker. T. A. m, S. A. Parker, and M. A. Plenge. 1982. An
annOlated checklist of Peruvian birds. Buteo Books,
Vermillion, South Dakota.

BIRD DENSITIES ALONG THREE TRIBUT ARIES
OF THE PARANA RIVER IN EASTERN PARAGUA yl
FLOYD

E. HAYES2

AND

T ARSIClO

RESUMEN. - Densidades lineales de aves en
tres afluentes del río Paraná en el Paraguay Oriental.
Se realizaron censos de aves (y mamíferos) navegando en canoa a lo largo de 198 km de tres ríos
afluentes del río Paraná: Carapá. Itambey y Ñacunday, en el Paraguay oriental. Se presentan datos
sobre densidades lineales para aves acuáticas. rapaces. loros y tucanes (y tres especies de mamíferos).
en cada río estudiado. No se encontró el amenazado
pato serrucho (Mergus oCloselaceus), un residente
anterior de la región, lo que indica que esta especie
puede estar ya extinta en el Paraguay.
The Republic of Paraguay is situated within the
watersheds of two large rivers: the Paraguay River.
which flows southward and divides the country into
two distinct regions; and the Paraná River, which
fonÍls the southem and eastem border of the country
(Fig. 1). The avifauna of the Paraná River watershed
of Paraguay, often referred to as the Alto Paraná
region, is poorly known. The most significant studies
of the area's avifauna were accomplished
by
Winkelreid Bertoni. an early resident of the area
whosemanypublications were summarized in several
major reviews of the birds of Paraguay (Bertoni
1901. 1914, Laubmann 1939. 1940). Since the reviews of Laubmann. the only published information
of the region's avifauna ineludes records of a few
species recorded by Partridge (1953). Foster (1987)
and Storer (1989), plus a list without supporting
documentation published by Perez et al. (1988).
Within the last two decades, the construction of
the Itaipú Hydroelectric Dam and a subsequent increase in human immigraLÍon has resultaed in the
extensive flooding of primary forest and the rapid
deforestaLÍon oflarge arcas in southeastem Paraguay.
These anthropogenic.changes
threaten the survival
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of many species of globally endangered animals.
However. thus far there have been no systematic
attempts at determining the abundance of wildlife in
the region. In 1989. we received funding to search
for the endangered Brazilian Merganser (Mergus
ocloselaceus) and other endangered birds in eastem
Paraguay. Here we report the results of our surveys
along three tributaries ofthe Paraná River. Although
our primary focus is on birds. we include data
obtained for three spccies of mammals.
STUDY AREA AND METHODS We censused
birds and mammals by canoe along three tributarÍes
of the Paraná River: the Carapá (21-25 July 1989).
Itambey (25 August 1989) and Ñacunday (26-27
September 1989) Rivers (Fig. 1). The Carapá River
was divided into two transects to facilitate comparisons between upper and lower sections (Fig. 1).
Topographic maps published by the Servicio Geográfico Militar (in Asunción) were used to measure
(with a planimeter) the length of each transect and
the river's gradient (Table 1). In the case of the
Carapá 1and Itambcy transects, we added 5% of the
measured length to compcnsate for the many curves
not figured on the maps. During each transect, we
estimated the river' s minimum and maximum width
and the percentage of the river"s length in which the
banks were covered by forest (Table 1). We also
recorded the num1ler of canoes encountered along
each transect as a relative measure of the river's use
by humans (Table 1). We measured the duration of
each transect by watch and Calculated the canoe's
mean vc10city (Table 1).
During each census we recorded all waterbirds.
raptors. parrots and toucaos (and mammals) observed within 100 m ofthe river. These groups ofbirds
were the most conspicuous and easiest to count;
other species were often hidden in the forest and
difficult to census accurately. Censuses were conductedonly during theday when visibility was good;
no censuses were taken during periods of rain. The
linear density of each species along each transect
was calculated by dividing the total number of birds
observed by 10% ofthe transcct' s length (individualsl
10 km).
Theregion' s topography is characterized by gentle
hills scparated by numerous streams and rivers flo-
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Flgure 1: Map of Praguay showing political departments and ,!I1ajorrivers. Circles in the insel representterminfal
for each transecl. A = Carapá River; B = Ilambe9 River; C = Nacunday River.

wing eastward toward the Paraná River. Ofthe three ;
rivers navigated during this study (Fig. 1), the Carapá
River is the most variable; fast-fiowing sections of
the river altemate with slow sections, exposed rocks
and sand bars are common, and numerous rapids and
a few waterfalls are encountered. The navigated
portion of the ltambey River is narrow, serpentine
and relatively fiat; overhanging branches and log
jams are ubiquitous. The Ñacunday River is wide
with relatively few curves, and its velocity is fast and .
relatively constant; exposed rocks, rapids and
waterfalls are absent along the navigated portion.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION The linear densities of 32
specics
of birds (and 3 species of mamCanoes/10
km
Forest
cover
Width(m)
Gradient
(mlkm)
Mean
velocity
Variable (Table 2). Of the
mals) varied between
transects
Length (km)
waterbird species, only the Olivaceous Cormorant
(Phalacrocorax
olivaceus)
and Brazilian Duck
(Amazonetla brasiliensis) appeared most common
along the wider portions of the rivers (Carapá II and
Ñacunday); the abundance of the other species did
not appear to be correlated with river width. Two
species of migrant raptors, the American Swallowtailed Kite (Elanoides forfieatus) and Plumbeous
Kite (lctinia plumbea),
were relatively common
along the Ñacunday River but were not encountered
earlier along the other transects.

points

We observed four species ofbirds considered by
Collar and Andrew (1988) to be in danger of extinction. One each of the Mantled Hawk (Leucopternis
polionota) and Orange-breasted Falcon (Falco rufigularis) were seen along the lower Carapá River.
Fair numbers of Red-cappcd Parrot (Pionopsitla
pileata) and Vinaceous-breasted Parrot (Amazona
vinaeea) were seen in forest along both the Carapá
and Ñacunday Rivers.
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several rivers in Brazil and Argentina (Johnson and
Chebez 1985. Collar and Andrew 1988, Bartmann
1988).
The densities ofbirds reported in Table 2 provide
Ihe first data on bird populalions wilhin Ihe Alto
Paraná region of Paraguay. Beeause bird populations are exeellent indicators of environmental changes
(Morrison 1986), additional studies of bird populations in Ihe Alto Paraná region of Paraguay are
urgently needed in order to monitor Ihe long terrn
responses of bird populations to changing environmental conditions and to design protected areas
large enough to maintain viabel populations.
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
This study was supported by a gran! from Ihe Pan
American Section of the International Council for
Bird Preservation and Ihe United States Fish and
Wildlife Serviee. Logistie support was provided by
Ihe Centro de Datos para la Conservación and Itaipú
Binaeional. We appreciated tlle companionship and
help of W. Sosa, C. Sorenson and B. Fostervold in
Ihe field. We Ihank M. S. Foster for reviewing an
earlier version of Ihis paper.

Although Ihe Carapá and Ñaeunday Rivers appearcd lo have suffieient habilat for Brazilian Mergansers, we were unable lo find any. Bertoni (1901)
reported Ihis species from Ihe region in Ihe 1890s.
but as far as we know, tlle only sight record Ihis
eentury from Paraguay was by López (1986), who
observed one along Ihe Carapá River, Dept. Canindeyú, in Februeary 1984. Beeause Ihere may not be
suffieient habitatremaining in Paraguay to maintain
a viable population, lhe Brazilian Merganser may
already be extinet. However, it still survives in
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