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S E L F I S H N E S S  & ALTRUISM 

To survive ,  animals must b e  s e l f i s h ;  b u t  t o  l i v e  in  soc ie ty  they must be 

a l t r u i s t i c .  "A s o c i e t y  of unmitigated e g o i s t s  would knock i t s e l f  t o  pieces ; 

a pe r fec t ly  a l t r u i s t i c  ind iv idua l  would soon s t a rve .  There i s  a c o n f l i c t  

between contrary  tendencies,  each o f  which i s  necessary t o  exis tence ,  and 

t h e r e  must be  a s e t  o f  r u l e s  t o  r econc i l e  them" (Robinson 1962, p. 10- o f  

t h e  Penguin ed. ). 
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