
AD SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY OF TECHNOLOGISTS 
WHISTLE BLOWING 

Technologists  a r e  employees o f  p r i v a t e  companies o r  government agencies.  
"fur' .  %'. 

A s  such t h e y  owe a l l eg iance  t o  t h e i r  employers. But they a r e  a l s o  c i t i z e n s  
A 

and, a s  such, t h e y  have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of "blowing t h e  whist le",  i .e .  
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obj ec t ing  and even going publ ic ,  i f  they  become involved i n  pro j  ec t  s, l i k e l y  

t o  h u r t  t h e  publ ic  i n t e r e s t .  In  f a c t  about one in  ten  of  t h e  engineers 

asked i n  one survey (Westin 1986) r epor ted  t h a t ,  within t h e  pas t  two years ,  
OH m o d  v- 

t hey  had had t o  object,,to some work o r  p r a c l i c e  of  t h e i r  carpora t ion .  How- 

ever,  only a few br ing  such mat t e r s  t o  t h e  publ ic  a t t e n t i o n ,  and when they 

do so they can be  expected t o  be f i r e d ;  only four  s t a t e s  in  t h e  US have 

passed laws p ro tec t ing  "whist le  blowers" from r e p r i s a l s .  
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