
MORAL U R G E  A S  S O C I A L  P R E S S U R E  

What i s  m o r a l l y  c o r r e c t  b e h a v i o r  i n  a  g i v e n  communi ty?  
I t  i s  d o i n g  w h a t  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  members o f  t h e  communit 
r e g a r d  a s  b e i n g  r i g h t - - e . g .  s o l i d a r y  b e h a v i o r  i n  a  community 
o f  w o r k i n g  p e o p l e ,  s m a r t  b e h a v i o r  i n  a  communi ty  o f  b u s i n e s s ,  
c r o o k e d  b e h a v i o r  i n  a  communi ty  o f  t h i e f s .  

How d o  we l e a r n  t o  d o  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g s  i n  a  g i v e n  community? 
By r e i n f o r c  ement  a n d  p u n i s h m e n t .  The boy s c o u t  f e e l s  p l e a s u r  
i n  c r o s s i n g  an  o l d  l a d y  b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  b e e n  r e w a r d e d  w i t h  
s m i l e s  a n d  b a d g e s  e v e r y  t i m e  h e  h a s  r e p o r t e d  on s i m i l a r  
good  a c t i o n s .  The c r i m i n a l  f e e l s  p l e a s u r e  i n  c o m m i t t i n g  a  
c r i m e  n o t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  r e w a r d  it may b r i n g  
him b u t  a l s o  b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  b e e n  r e w a r d e d  w i t h  p r a i s e  by 
h i s  f e l l o w  c r o o k s  on s i m i l a r  o c c a s i o n s .  (Nowadays  h e  a l s o  
g e t s  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  w i d e  m e d i a  c o v e r a g e  w h i c h  f l a t t e r s  him 
even  m o r e .  ) 

W h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e r e  a r e  s p e c i a l  c e n t e r s  f o r  m o r a l  p l e a s u r e ,  
i t  s e e m s  t h a t  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  m o r a l  u r g e  i s  n o t  much d i f f e r e n t  
f r o m  t h e  h u n g e r ,  t h i r s t ,  o r  s e x u a l  d r i v e s .  But  U n l i k e  
t h e  l a t t e r ,  w h i c h  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  b i o l o g i c a l  s u r v i v a l ,  t h e  
m o r a l  u r g e  h a s  b e e n  s e l e c t e d  b e c a u s e  it i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  
s o c i a l  s u r v i v a l ,  i . e .  t o  c o n t i n u a n c e  i n  a  s o c i a l  g r o u p .  ( C f .  
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John Z Young, Sources of discovery in neuroscience, p. 37. (MIT 
The Neurosciences: Paths of Discovery.) 
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