
VIRTUE: AND SOCIAL CLASS 

A r  i s t o t  1 e  be 1 ieved t h a t  s  laves and barbar ians cou l d n o t  poss i b l  y  become J;P-  
\ ' i  , 

tuous: t h e  former f o r  lack o f  economic means, t h e  l a t t e r  f o r  being p o l i t i c a l l y  

marginal.  Consider: a  slave, having no proper ty ,  cannbt be generous; and 

a  barbarian, having no p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s ,  cannot be p u b l i c - s p i r i t e d .  A was o f  

course p a r t l y  r i g h t ,  b u t  he was wrong i n  par t ,  f o r  t h e  d e s t i t u t e  and t h e  rnar- 

g i n a l  can have some v i r t u e s ,  e.g. t r u t h f u l n e s s  and fa i rness .  However, it 
it i s  much harder f o r  

i s  obv ious , tha t / t he  poor and t h e  marginal  t o  be v i r t u o u s  than f o r  t h e  a f f l u e n t  

c i t i z e n .  Likewise it i s  eas ie r  f o r  t h e  poor and t h e  marginal t o  be temperate 

and humble than it i s  f o r  t h e  r i c h  man. 

The a c q u i s i t i o n  and exerc ise  o f  t h e  va r ious  v i r t u e s  i s  f a c i l i t a d e d  

i n  c e r t a i n  s o c i e t i e s  and h indered i n  o thers .  For example, honesty i s  



- 
eas ier  i n  e g a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t i e s  than i n  extremely c o m ~ e t e t i t i v e  ones. 
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