
VIRTUE & NECESSITY 

What i s  v i r t u e  t o  some people i s  a necessary f a c t  of l i f e  t o  o thers :  t h e  

d i f fe rence  between v i r t u e  and necess i ty  is o f t e n  achored i n  s o c i a l  organizat ion.  

Thus kindness, compassion, and generos i ty ,  which a r e  so r a r e  i n  a b ig  c i t y ,  

a r e  n e c e s s i t i e s  f o r  su rv iva l  i n  a small hunt ing-and-gathering community 

(Turnbull 1972 p. 31). 
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