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Human l i f e  would be impossible without t r u s t :  a l l  human a c t i v i t i e s ,  whether 

good o r  e v i l ,  r equ i re  t r u s t .  Because no ind iv idua l  i s  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t ,  and 

nobody can permanently stand on guard on what she cares  f o r ,  we presume t h a t  

everyone i s  t rustworthy unless proved otherwise. Systematib d i s t rus t  is 

reasonable only i n  Manhattan a f t e r  dark, o r  i n  t h e  company of c e r t i f i e d  

thugs.  "We inhabi t  a c l imate  of t r u s t  a s  we inhab i t  an atmosphere and not ice  

it a s  we not ice  a i r ,  only when it becomes scarce  o r  polluted" (A. Baier 1986 
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