
LIBERTARIANS AGAINST GOVERNMENTAL REGULATIONS 

The champions of f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  l i b e r t a r i a n  philosophers 

claim t h a t  a l l  t h e  governmental r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  indust ry  and commerce l i m i t  

l i b e r t y .  So t h e y  do: they r e s t r i c t  t h e  freedom t o  p o l l u t e ,  t o  manufacture 

unsafe a r t i f a c t s ,  t o  s e l l  mi rac le  p i l l s ,  e t c .  To f i g h t  such r e s t r i c t i o n s  on 

t h e  f r e e d m  t o  g e t  wealthy a t  t h e  expense of publ ic  welfare is  morally cr iminal .  

To oppose i n d u s t r i a l  and commercial r egu la t ions  i n  t h e  name o f  individual  f ree-  

dom is sheer h pocr isy  . Those who favor  such regu la t ions  work i n  t h e  public  'J 
i n t e r e s t .  The choice before  u s  i s  not t h a t  between f r e e d o r n x k f a ~ m a ~ a k ~  

~ap%;gaP%xm2 and serfdom ( t o  an omnipotent s t a t e ) ,  butbetween being ru led  by 

huge (and o f t e n  incompetent and unscrupulous) corpora t ians ,  and being protected I 
by t h e  government and t h e  non-governmental organiza t ionsact ing  i n  our own 

i n t e r e s t .  
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