
LIBERTY AND EQUALITY 

Liber t a r i ans  a r e  t h e  enemies of e g a l i t a r i a n  i s m ,  and a l l  e g a l i t a r  i a d s m ;  

with exception of  t h e  a n a r c h i s t s ,  have been eager t o  use l i b e r t y  while i n  

t h e  opposi t ion,  while squashing it once i n  power. So much f o r  f a c t s .  A s  

f o r  theory ,  it has been claimed on both s i d e s ,  r i g h t  and l e f t ,  t h a t  l i b e r t y  

and e q u a l i t y  a r e  mutually incompatible. On t h e  r i g h t  it has been claimed t h a t  

l i b e r t y  involves t h e  freedom t o  stand out  and ob ta in  p r iv i l eges  a t  t h e  expense 

of o t h e r s .  On t h e  l e f t ,  t h a t  i f  you grant  everybody t o o  much freedom, some 

w i l l  t a k e  advantage t o  oppress o r  e x p l o i t  t h e  major i ty .  So, most l e f t  and r i g h t  

wing t h e o r i s t s  agree t h a t  freedom and e q u a l i t y  and mutually incompatible . 
Nielsen (1985) has argued powerfully t h a t  l i b e r t y ,  f a r  from being incom- - 

p a t i b l e  wi th  equa l i ty ,  r e q u i r e s  t h e  latter*. In  o t h e r  w o ~ d s ,  equa l i ty  would be a 

necessary condit ion f o r  l i b m r t y :  i n  s h o r t ,  L 



i @  Ptsrious: w i t h h t  p o l i t i c a l  freedom ( l i b e r t y )  w e  cannot f s g h t  f o r  

equa l i ty  nor,  once a t t a i n e d ,  can we work t o  s u s t a i n  it. &lirrq & 
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