
LIBERTY 

L i p e ~ t y  . i g  t h e  capac i ty  f o r  self-determined ac t ion :  i . e . ,  t h e  a b i l i t y  
take  ln lt l a t  l v e s  and 

to/overcome e x t e r n a l  c o n s t r a i n t s .  Such unqualif ied l i b e r t y  i s  s o c i a l l y  undesir- 

able ,  f o r  it l i c e n s e s  cr iminal  a c t i o n s  such a s  Dostoievsky's Raskolnikov, 

who murdered only t o  prove t o  himself t h a t  he was"capab1e of stepping over 

t h e  b a r r i e r s t 1  e rec ted  by s o c i e t y  a g a i n s t  a n t i s o c i a l  a c t i o n s .  What we want 

i n  a c i v i l i z e d  and progressive s o c i e t y  i s  s o c i a l l y  responsib le  l i b e r t y ,  i . e .  

l i b e r t y  cons t ra ined by ( a )  f o r e s i g h t  o f  the poss ib le  outcomes of  our ac t ions  

and t h e i r  e f f e c t s  on o the r s ,  and ( b )  r e spec t  and even concern f o r  o the r  people 's  

l i b e r t i e s  . In  s h o r t ,  we want ind iv idua l  s e l f  -government l imi ted  by t h e  

r i g h t  of self-government o f  o the r s :  l i b e r t y  t o  do r i g h t ,  not  wrong. 
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