
FREE SPEECH 

Free speech is  necessary  f o r  public  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a l l  ma t t e r s  of 

pub l i c  i n t e r e s t ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  d i scuss  and evaluate e x i s t i n g  and proposed 

l e g i s l a t i o n ,  but  a l s o  t o  promote ind iv idua l  i n t e r e s t s .  However, l i k e  every 

o t h e r  r i g h t ,  t h a t  o f  f r e e  speech comes together  with a  duty:  i n  t h i s  case, 
, 

t h a t  of  t e l l i n g  t h e  t r u t h .  Censorship won't do t o  achieve t h i s  goa l  because 

it is t h e  very d e n i a l  of f r e e  speech, and because it presupposes t h a t  the  

censor i s  t h e  owner of  t h e  t r u t h .  There a r e  only two f a i r  and e f f e c t i v e  ways I 
of preventing t h a t  f r e e  speech be used t o  deceive t h e  publ ic .  One is t o  

exe rc i se  t h e  very same r i g h t  i n  counterat tacking.  The o the r  is t o  r e s o r t  

t o  t h e  cour t s  t o  punish cases of  s lander  and malicious falsehood,  from 1 1 .  

t h e  propagation of  racism t o  t h e  a d v e r t i s i n g  o f  a l coho l i c  beverages and 

tobacco. 
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