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What ou r  s o c i e t y  needs,  a l l e g e s  ~auLmann, i s  nothing s h o r t  of a  
new mora l i ty .  The t r a d i t i o n s  of o l d ,  he says ,  a r e  arcane and u s e l e s s ,  
and t h e  t i m e  has  come t o  inven t  a  d i f f e r e n t  set of e t h i c s .  Without 
G u i l t  and J u s t i c e  a t t empts  j u s t  t h a t .  

Kaufmann's book opens,  p r e d i c t a b l y  enough, with  a  v i o l e n t  
a t t a c k  on t r a d i t i o n a l  mora l i ty .  The no t ion  of  j u s t i c e ,  he a rgues  f o r  
example, i s  a  " d e c r e p i t  i d e a " ,  because " t h e  good and e v i l  men r e c e i v e  
cannot  be s a i d  t o  be deserved".  The idea  of g u i l t ,  he adds moreover, 
b e n e f i t s  n e i t h e r  t h e  person who f e e l s  it nor  mankind a t  l a r g e .  But 
t h e  worst  f a i l i n g  of t r a d i t i o n a l  mora l i ty ,  a s s e r t s  Kaufmann, i s  t h a t  
it has  i n s t i l l e d  i n  a l l  a  f e a r  of  making important  dec i s ions  - what 
he c a l l s  "decido-phobia". I n  t h e  ph i losoph ica l  realm, Kaufmann says  
f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  concept ions  have l e d  t o  t h e  advent of "moral 
r a t i o n a l i s m " ,  which he a rgues  o b v i a t e s  t h e  needs f o r  troublesome 
d e c i s i o n s  by cla iming " t h a t  pu re ly  r a t i o n a l  procedures can show what 
one ought t o  do o r  what would c o n s t i t u t e  a  j u s t  s o c i e t y "  (p .  2 2 ) .  

To supp lan t  such t r a d i t i o n a l  views of mora l i ty ,  Kaufmann proposes 
an e t h i c  of c r e a t i v e  autonomy. Based on t h e  v i r t u e s  of love ,  





courage ,  ambit ion and honesty ,  it i s  a l t o g e t h e r  u n l i k e  Kantian 
autonomy: t h e r e  are no u n i v e r s a l  maxims o r  c a t e g o r i c a l  impera t ives .  
I n s t e a d ,  Kaufrnann's new e t h i c  focuses  on t h a t  which " c o n s i s t s  of 
making wi th  open e y e s  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  g i v e  shape t o  o n e ' s  l i f e "  
(p.  3 4 ) .  Autonomy, a rgues  t h e  a u t h o r ,  i nvo lves  h igh  s t anda rds  of 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  honesty  and i n t e g r i t y  - t h e  s o r t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of a 
mind t h a t  i s  open t o  a l t e r n a t i v e s  and q u e s t i o n i n g  (Ch. 7 ) .  

A l i e n a t i o n  and s u f f e r i n g ,  concedes Kaufmann, i s  t h e  p r i c e  of t h i s  
new e t h i c .  C r e a t i v e  autonomy, he s a y s  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i s  w e l l  worth 
t h e  c o s t :  

G u i l t  i s  mired i n  t h e  p a s t ,  as i s  r e t r i b u t i v e  j u s t i c e .  
D i s t r i b u t i v e  j u s t i c e  i s  s t r u c k  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  b u t  by 
t h e  t i m e  it has  f i g u r e d  o u t  how t o  cope wi th  t h a t ,  it 
i s  da ted .  W e  must move beyond g u i l t  and j u s t i c e .  W e  
must g i v e  up t h e  p l e a s a n t  n o t i o n  t h a t  w e  can have a l l  
good t h i n g s  a t  once.  What i s  b e s t  i s  n o t  t h i n g s  a t  
a l l  b u t  c r e a t i v e  a u t o n ~ m ~ ( ~ . z % ) ,  
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