
ON STANDING I N  SOMEONE ELSE'S SHOES 

If someone f a i l s  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  predicament . s h e n e  e l s e  is in ,  we often 

r e s o r t  t o  t h e  t a c t i c s  of  saying:  "Imagine you were standing in her  shoes: 

would you do ( o r  r e f r a i n  from doing) X?". This  qnwstion is not  an argument: 

it i s  merely intended t o  t r i g g e r  a n r x r a p p ~ h ~ ~ i ~ x x B ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ f l ~ ~ ~ h d x  empathy, and 

t h u s  e l i c i t  he lp ing behavior. ( I n  genera l ,  beware o f  counter fac tual  s t a t e -  

ments, ques t ions ,  o r  'commands. ) 
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