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PRIVATE AND GENERAL INTEREST 

The u t i l i t a r i a n  ph i l osophe rs  and t h e  s o c i a l  l i b e r a l s  posed t h e  main problem 

o f  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e :  How t o  r e c o n c i l e  p r i v a t e  and p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t s .  They 

thought  t o  have so l ved  t h i s  problem, e.g. by i nvok ing  t h e  Hidden Hand, o r  

t h e  maxim !'The g r e a t e s t  happiness o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  number". Bu t  these  were 

restatements o f  t h e  goal ,  n o t  s o l u t i o n s  t o t h e  problem. The problem i s  s t i l l  
a 

/ 

w i t h  us. 
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