
VIOLENCE: WHEN JUSTIFIED? - 
An ideology t h a t  preaches violence a s  t h e  only (or  even t h e  b e s t )  method f o r  

a c h i e ~ i n g  s o c i a l  reform is a s  immoral a s  it i s  impract ica l .  But an ideology 

t h a t  r e j e c t s  v io lence  i n  a l l  cases is i n e f f i c i e n t ,  because i n  some cases only 

violence,  o r  t h e  t h r e a t  of violence,  can  save an e n t i r e  peo p l e  from extermina- 

t i o n  o r  s lavery .  For example, ha l f  a century  of  peaceful  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  

c r imina l  regime of  r a c i a l  segregation i n  South Africa has ijroduced no r e s u l t s  

except f o r  t h e  inca rce ra t ion  of black a c t i v i s t s  and t h e  banning o f  anti-Apartheid I 
organiza t ions .  Given t h e  violence o f  t h e  oppression and repress ion  exerted by 

t h e  South African government a g a i n s t  t h e  overwhelming non-white major i ty  , t o  

preach peaceful  r e s i s t a n c e  amounts t o  co l l abora t  ionism. There a r e  only two 

poss ib le  so lu t ions  t o  t h a t  c o n f l i c t :  e i t h e r  t h e  whites agree  t o  share t h e i r  
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economic, p o l i t i c a l  and c u l t u r a l  power with t h e  blacks,  o r  t h e  l a t t e r  w i l l  

i n t ens i fy  t h e i r  armed s t ruggle ,  which may end in  a  blood ba th  f o r  a l l .  

Violence is j u s t i f i e d  only t o  counter  violence,  and even s o  a s  t h e  l a s t  

r e s o r t  and respec t ing  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  non-combatants. 


	AR_UBA_FCEN_MB_SecPI_SerFT_162_pag001.tif
	AR_UBA_FCEN_MB_SecPI_SerFT_162_pag002.tif

