
CHARITY, SELF-HELP, - AND HELPING OTHERS HELP THEMSELVES 

Some people recommend c h a r i t y  a s  t h e  b e s t  way pf mi t iga t ing  s o c i a l  in jus .  

t i c e ,  whereas o t h e r s  recommend se l f -he lp  through hard work. Neither  of t h e  

two views is f u l l y  adequate.  Chari ty may gave l i v e s  during famines, but it 
worse, it masks unemployment and may k i l l  1 c a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  and craftmanship. 

is no l a s t i n g  so lu t ion  t o  s o c i a l  i n j u s t i c e ;  d  t h e  work e t h i c  is  appl icable  
A 
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only i n  t imes  and p laces  o f  f u l l  employment. An a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  two doc- 

t r i n e s ,  and one t h a t  combines t h e  v a l i d  elements in  them, is t h e  maxim 

Help o the r s  t o  he lp  themselves. Do not  g ive  food away except i n  t h e  case  

of  famines : r a t h e r ,  h e l p  people improve t h e i r  c u l t i v a t i o n  methods, reclaim 

d e s e ~  land,  and pool t h e i r  resources  and s k i l l s  in  cooperat ives.  In s h o r t ,  

g i v e  t o o l s ,  not  goods; i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  educate and organize f o r  a  good and 

u s e f u l  l i f e ,  r a t h e r  than  g i v e  away t h e  crumbs of your t a b l e .  Shorter  : Help 

become become s e l f - r e l i a b l e  r a t h e r  than  dependent upon hand-outs. 
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