
MORALITIES: KINDS OF 

There a r e  two main genera of moral i ty:  r e l i g i o u s  and secu la r .  Religious 

m o r a l i t i e s  a r e  con t rove r s i a l  but  they  cannot be d iscussed  i n  a  t o t a l l y  r a t i o n a l  

way because every one of them inc ludes  p o s t u l a t e s  t h a t  cannot be put t o  t h e  tes t - -  

e.g. t hose  of t h e  exis tence  of God, t h a t  mora l i ty  i s  u l t ima te ly  decreed by God, 

and t h a t  it i s  r i g h t  t o  k i l l  t h e  i n f i d e l  but  not t o  e a t  pork, o r  bee f ,  o r  kfnat 

have you. Rat ional  d iscuss ions  of mora l i ty  must t h e r e f o r e  remained l i m i t e d  t o  

s e c u l a r  codes. 

There a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h r e e  f a m i l i  i e s  of s e c u l a r  moral code: i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c ,  

t r i b a l ,  and un ive r sa l .  The former f u r t h e r  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  s e l f ,  t h e  second 

t h a t  o f  t h e  t r i b e  ( o r  r ace  o r  na t ion  o r  church o r  p a r t y ) ,  t h e  t h i r d  t h a t  of man- 

kind.  
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