
AD RELIGION & MORALS: PROTESTANTISM & CATHOLICISM 

Each of  t h e  two main streams of Western C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  Catholicism. and 

Pro tes tan t  i s m ,  involves i t s  own mora1;philosophy . According t o  Catholicism, 

sa lva t ion  requ i res  good works a s  wel l  a s  f a i t h ,  whereas f o r  Protes tants  f a i t h  

is necessary and s u f f i c i e n t .  ( I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  according t o  Calvin good works a r e  

u s e l e s s  because every individual  i s  predestined from b i r t h . )  Thus, whereas 

Catholicism is consequent ia l i s t  and opt imis t ic ,  Protestantism is nonconsequential- 

i s t  and pess imis t i c  ( a t  l e a s t  with regard t o  most of us,  poor s i n n e r s ) .  Hence, 

a t  l e a s t  in  t h e l r y ,  Catholic moral i ty  i s  c l o s e r  t o  humanism than Protes tant  

morali ty.  A s  f o r  p r a c t i c a l  mat ters ,  t h i s  is another s t o r y .  Thus whereas t h e  

Quakers have done more f o r  peace and f o r  humanitarian causes than any other  

a 



r e l i g i o u s  gr8uups, t h e  Catholic " l ibe ra t ion  theology l1 is  doing more f o r  t h e  

dispossessed i n  t h e  Third World than any other  r e l i g i o u s  groups. 
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