
INDIVIDUALISM: THE DISSOLVENT IDEOLOGY PAR EXCELLENCE 

There i s  an important d i s t i n c t i o n  between a subversive ideology and a d i sso l ven t  

one. A subversive ideology preaches subversion aga ins t  t h e  powers t h a t  be i n  

t he  s o c i e t i e s  o f  a c e r t a i n  type,  whereas a d i s s o l v e n t  ideology undermines a l l  

soc ie ty .  A subversive ideology can be a n t i c a p i t a l i s t  o r  a n t i s o c i a l i s t ,  democra- 

t i c  o r  ant idemocrat ic ,  bu t  it i s  no t  aga ins t  s o c i e t y  as such: it j u s t  aims a t  

rep lac ing  one soc ia l  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  another. A d i sso l ven t  ideology i ims,  w i l l y  

n i l l y ,  a t  t h e  des t ruc t i on  o f  a l l  soc ia l  o rgan iza t ion .  Communism and fascism are 

the  subvers ive ideo log ies  par  excel lence, whereas i nd i v idua l i sm i s  t h e  d isso lvent  

ideology par  excel lence, s ince  it places s e l f - i n t e r e s t  before soc ia l  i n t e r e s t -  
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