
WELFARE OR A HEALTHY ECONOMY? 

One of t h e  slogans of t h e  neoconservatives i s  t h a t  a healthy economy i s  

f a r  b e t t e r  than any welfare scheme and, moreover, welfare programs are  

a dra in  on t h e  economy. This i s  one of t h e i r  arguments f o r  dismantling 

t h e  welfare s t a t e .  

A t  f i r s t  s i gh t  t h e  idea  i s  cor rec t .  Indeed, i f  t he  economy i s  healthy, 

then t he r e  i s  no need t o  support t h e  unemployed and t h e  poor. But those 

who use t h e  argument do not preEuppose t h i s  concept of health:  t o  them an 

economy i s  healthy only i f  it grows and thereby enriches t he  business c l a s s ,  

regardless of t h e  income o r  lack of income of t he  underprivileged. 

However, one must admit t h a t  thc  welfare s t a t e  i s  not a s t ab l e  solut ion 

t o  t he  problem of soc i a l  i n j u s t i c e .  Indeed, it does not f u l l y  s a t i s fy  t he  



poor because it does not  give enough; it does not s a t i s f y  t h e  r i c h  because it 

taxes  too heavily;  and it cannot s a t i s f y  anyone because it i s  not a so lu t ion  

but  only a p a l l i a t i v e  t o  t h e  problem of unemployment. 

The question then i s  not t o  dismantle t h e  welfare s t a t e  l eav ing  nothing 

behind it, but t o  design a s o c i a l  reform t h a t  w i l l  make welfare  unnecessary: 

t h a t  w i l l  i n s t i t u t e  a j u s t  soc ie ty  including a genuinely heal thy economy. 
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