
IS I T  POSSIBLE TO INCREASE WELFARE INDEFINITELY? 

The 19th century  idea l  o f  i n d e f i n i t e  economic, p o l i t i c a l  and c u l t u r a l  progress 

was i t s e l f  p rogress ive  bu t  somewhat u n r e a l i s t i c ,  f o r  it d i d  n o t  count on t h e  

exhaust ion o f  non-renewable resources, such as minerals,  o r  on t h e  degradat ion 

o f  t h e  environment (erbs ion,  de fo res ta t i on ,  p o l l u t i o n ) .  Nor d i d  it count on 

t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  p o l i t i c a l  and c u l t u r a l  regressions, p a r t i c u l a r l y  on wor ld 

wars, genocide, o r  massive i deo log i ca l  persecut ion.  
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