
CULTURAL RELATIVISM & ABSOLUTISM 

Cultural  abso lu t i s t s  claim t h a t  t he re  is  only one good l ifestyle--e.g.  the  so- 

cal led American Way of Life. On the  other hand cu l tu r a l  r e l a t i v i s t s  hold t h a t  

every l i f e s t y l e  is adequate t o  t he  socie ty  t ha t  pract ices  it. There is a grain 

of t r u t h  in  both posit ions.  Thus a socie ty  with a good Public health care system I 
i s  objectively super ior  ( i n  t h i s  regar&) t o  one without it; it i s  equally t rue  

t h a t  some soc i e t i e s  have evolved adaptive cus tms  tha t  a r e  not exportable--e .g. 

We need a synthesis  of absolutism and re la t ivism,  one admitting both t he  objective I 
t r anscu l tu r a l  values,  and the  regional  t r ad i t i ons .  
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