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Democracy favors  income e q u a l i t y  and v ice  versa .  "Democratic i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  

i f  maintained f o r  a  r e l a t i v e l y  long t i m e ,  cause some gradual  reduction of 

income i n e q u a l i t y ,  independent of l e v e l  of  econmic  development. But if 

a  demomatic regime is inaugurated i n  a  country with an extremely i n e g a l i t a r i a  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  of income, high i n e q u a l i t y  is l i l e k y  t o  undermine t h e  legi t imacy 

of t h e  regime and cause democratic i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  be replaced by a u t h o r i t a r i a  

r u l e .  Thus, a  high l e v e l  of  inequa l i ty  w i l l  reduce a  coun t ry f s  years  of  

democratic experienee. This  v ic ious  c i r c l e  can be avoided if democracy is  

inaugurated ( o r  r e s t o r e d )  i n  a  country with only i n t e m e d i a t e  o r  r e l a t i v e l y  

low inequa l i ty .  Otherwise, it seems t h a t  t h e  only way t o  break out of t h i s  

v ic ious  c i r c l e  is  f o r  a  s t r o n g  p o l i t i c a l  pa r ty  with r e d i s t r i b u t i v e  goals  



- - - - - - 

t o  develop during t h e  e a r l y  years  o f  democracy and then hold o f f i c e  f o r  a  suf-  

f i c i e n t l y  long period o f  t ime t o  implement p o l i c i e s  t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  reduce 

income inequal i ty"  (p. 66) .  
is a 

This/conclusion of a  long i tud ina l  s tudy conducted on a sample of  55 coun t r i e s .  

Such empirical  s t u d i e s ,  r a tkEr  than a p r i o r i  specula t ions ,  can answer t h e  

question whether e q u a l i t y  and democracy a r e  compatible. 
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