
MORAL EDUCATION 

The c e n t r a l  p o i n t  of  S k i n n e r ' s  Walden Two and Beyond FReedom and 

Digni ty  i s  t h a t  it i s  p o s s i b l e ,  nay neces sa ry ,  t o  s e t  up s o c i a l  
.ti 

environments i n  which man w i l l  want t o  be good. Whether i s  proposa l  
A 

f o r  implementing such s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  a r e  s u i t a b l e ,  i s  a ma t t e r  of  

g r e a t  p r a c t i c a l  importance b u t  o f  l i m i t e d  e t h i c a l  i n t e r e s t :  only  

s o c i a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  are equipped t o  t e l l  us  whether S k i n n e r ' s  pro- 

p o s a l s  can work. What t h e  moral  ph i lo sophe r  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  knowins 

i s  whether S k i n n e r ' s  p roposa l  i s  mora l ly  a c c e p t a b l e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  - 
i n  view of  t h e  h o s t i l e  r e c e p t i o n  Skinner  g o t  i n  t h e  humanis t ic  and 

l i t e r a r y  circles. Indeed,  he has  been accused of  wishing t o  e s t a b l i s l  

a t o t a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y  based on thought  c o n t r o l ,  and he has been 

a t t a c k e d  i n  t h e  name of  freedom of  thought .  A l l  t h i s  i s  shee r  h i -  



pocr isy ,  f o r ,  a s  Sk inner ' s  main s c i e n t i f i c  adversary has w r i t t e n ,  

" c i v i l i z a t i o n  depends on an a l l -pe rvas ive  thousht  c o n t r o l  e s t ab l i shed  
i n  infancy,  which both maintains  and i s  maintained by t h e  s o c i a l  en- 
vironment, c o n s i s t i n g  of t h e  behavior of t b e  members of soc ie ty .  
( . . . )  We do n o t  b r ing  up c h i l d r e n  wi th  open minds and them when they  
can reason, l e t  them reason and make up t h e i r  minds a s  they w i l l  
concerning t h e  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  of i n c e s t ,  t h e  va lue  of  cour tesy  i n  
s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  o r  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of democratic government. In- 
s t ead  we t e l l  them what 's  what, and t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  we a r e  success 
f u l  a s  pa ren t s  and t e a c h e r s ,  w e  s e e  t h a t  they t a k e  it and make it 
p a r t  of t h e i r  mental processes ,  wi th  no f u r t h e r  need of po l i c ing"  
(Hebb 1961) . 


	AR_UBA_FCEN_MB_SecPI_SerFT_044_pag001.tif
	AR_UBA_FCEN_MB_SecPI_SerFT_044_pag002.tif

