
ROBINSON CRUSOE: D I D  HE HAVE ANY MORAL PROBLEMS? 

We t a k e  it usua l ly  f o r  granted t h a t  RobinsGn Crusoe had no moral probJems 

before  he met Friday.  This may we l l  have been t h e  case  with an 18th century 

man, but  now we be l i eve  t h a t  Robinson had .two moral ob l iga t ions :  not  t o  

p o l l u t e  unnecessar i ly  "his" i s l and  ( f o r  being property of mankind), and not  

t o  i n f l i c t  pain upon t h e  animals he  came i n t o  contac t  with.  
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