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CAN MORALITY BRING HAPPINESS? 

The c l ass i ca l  u t  i l  i t a r  i ans and t h e  Marx i s t s  a8wered t h e  ques t ion  "Wh i ch 
A 

i s  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  o r  o r d e r  more l i k e l y  t o  maximize human happiness?" ------ 
The fodmer found it i n  s o c i a l  l i b e r a l i s m  ( o r  re formism),  t h e  l a t t e r  i n  com- 

munism. They were r e a l i s t i c  by comparison w i t h  ph i losophers  who, from 

A r i s t o t l e  -b;Spinoza t o  some o f  o u r  contemporar ies ask "What i s  t h e  moral -- 

code - more l i l e l y  t o  maximize human happiness?'! Indeed, it i s  na ive  t o  

suppose t h a t  ( a )  moral codes can be adopted 3eparatelky f rom s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  

and t h a t  ( b )  observ ing  o r  b reak ing  moral norms can s u f f i c e  t o  ensure human 

happiness o r  misery .  To be sure, a C a l v i n i s t i c  m o r a l i t y  makes l i f e  harder  

than  a C a t h o l i c  one, which i n  t u r n  i s  more i n h i b i t o r y  o f  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  happiness 

than a human is t i c  moral .  Bu t  t h e r e  i s  no escaping t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  mora l i t y ,  
ktw& ik 
wh-kch i s  embedded i n  t h e  very  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  
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