
HUMAN R I GHTS : RANK l NG 

To guide us i n  having the  human r i g h t s  observed, it i s  no t  enough 

t o  have a catalogue o f  such r i g h t s .  We must rank these r i g h t s  i n  order  
\ 

t o  resolve poss ib le  c o n f l i c t s  amogg them. Thus, c e r t a i n  property r i g h t s  

may c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  basic human needs. Example: 

Landless peasants occupy a t r a c t  o f  noncu l t i va ted land owned by a r i c h  

landowner. What w i l l  t h e  government do: send t h e  law enforcers  t o  e v i c t  

t he  squatters, o r  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  p iece o f  land among t h e  squat ters? 

W i l l  it enforce ownership j u s t i c e  o r  d i s t r i b u t i v e  j u s t i c e ?  W i l l  it seek 

t h e o r e t i c a l  backing i n  Robert No$ick o r  i n  John Rawls? Most l i k e l y ,  it 

w i l l  seek no such backing, bu t  w i l l  consu l t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  

backers. 
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