
 he world growth r a t e  M r a s  a b u t  1.7 per  cent  per year.  I f  it were 

t o  remain constant ,  t h e  world population would double i n  about 40 yearsr-  

nea r ly  20 times t h e  world population a t  t h e  beginning of t h e  modern t imes .  

Pimentel, D .  e t  a l .  (1976) Land dewada t ion :  e f f e c t s  on food and energy resour-  I 
ces .  Science 194 :154- : t h e  only cons i s t en t  n e t  food exporters  a r e  t h e  
US, Canaaa, Aust ra l ia ,  Mew Zealand, Argentina , and Thailand. 

See Yearbook of I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Trade S t a t i s t i c s  (UN) . 
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