
POLARITY OF VALUE PREDICATES 

Only some d e s c r i p t i v e  p r e d i c a t e s  have opposi tes:  e.9.. l iqht -heavy.  sh iny -du l l ,  

e x c i t i n s - i n h i b i t i n g .  lov ing-ha t ing .  Other d e s c r i p t i v e  pred icates,  such as 

Irb l  ue", "car", "an irnal", and "s ta r " ,  have no c o n t r a r i e s .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand 

a l l  v a l u e  p red i ca tes  come i n  p o l a r  p a i r s :  va luab le -d isva luab le ,  good-evi l ,  

r ight -wrong,  benevolence-malevolence, al t ruism-egoism, and so on. 
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