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I W17F REPORT: While I r e a l i z e  t h a t  t he  Foundation is re luc tan t  t o  a w a r d  
I 

fellowships f o r  a second time, I be l ieve  t h i s  is a c l ea r  case when an 

exception should be made. Indeed, mofessor  T o r r e t t i  delivered t h e  goods 

I he promised when he got  h i s  first award--namely h i s  book Philosophy o f  Geo- I 
I Q 
metry from Riemann t o  ~ i n c a r g - -  and has jus t  s t a r t e d  t o  w r i t e  what in a wzy I 

/ a great e f f o r t  i n  concentration and a l so  v i s i t s  t o  well  stocked l i b r a r i e s  and I 

w i l l  be a sequel  t o  t h a t  work. Althoigh he  would ce r t a in ly  wr i t e  t h i s  second 

book even without a Guggenheim fellowship, it would take him much longer and 

t h e  ~ e s u l t  might no t  be a s  s a t i s f ac to ry ,  f o r  h i s  ambitious project  c a l l s  for 

some-research cea t e r s  t o  consult with some spec i a l i s t s .  I 

. 

I Much has been wr i t ten ,  of  course, on t h e  two r e l a t i v i t i e s  and t h e  geometri i 
c a l  tneor ies  inherent i n  them. But nothing* has been f u l l y  s a t i s f ac to ry  : t h e  I 
philosophws have usual ly  ignored the  mathematics, t h e  ma-thematicians have 

shown l i t t l e  physical  ins igh t  and l e s s  philosophical i n t e r e s t ,  and t h e  physi- 

cists have not cared much f o r  the  philosophical problems. T o r r e t t i  has shown 

i n  h i s  previous work, an unusual a b i l i t y  t o  combine an understanding of 

physics with a philosophical analysis of mathematical theories  and a keen 

sense of h i s tory .  (He has taught himself mathematics and physics t o  t h e  poin 1 / t h a t  he can hold f r u i t f u l  discussions with s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  these fields--an I 
I extraordinary achievement f o r  a philosopher.) I expect t h a t  h i s  new book I 

w i l l  the re fore  arou t h e  in t e r e s t  of phys ic i s t s  , mathematicians, philosopher 
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and h i s to r i ans  o f  ideas,  many o f  whom a r e  baff led by t h e  new developments 

in general  r e l a t i v t t y  and cosmology, as  well  a s  by some of t h e  outrageous 

ph i losoph ica l  t h e s e s  on these  t h e o r i e s  proposed by a nuiilber of specialists 

, such a s  t h a t  i n  r e l a t i v i t y  there  i s  no becoming, 1. t h a t  t h e  spec ia l  

theory is based on a def in i t ion  r a the r  than on ce r t a in  postulates ,  and 

t h a t  t h e  universe has been carefu l ly  designed t o  a s  t o  become t h e  home 

of  man a t  t h e  r i g h t  moment. I can think of none but  T o r r e t t i  who cauld 

dea l  competently with these and other conceptual problems posed by two 

of t h e  most revolutionary s c i e n t i f i c  theor ies  i n  his tory.  
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