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Dear Professor  Rosenthal 

Thank you f o r  yours of  t h e  9 th  a s  we l l  a s  f o r  t h e  o f f p r i n t  of  your paper on 
my phi losophical  work. 

I am very g r a t e f u l  f o r  your o b j e c t i v e  and generous assessment of my work, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  t h e  way you have emphasized t h a t  I am an (emergent is t )  mate- 
r i a l i s t  and a ( s c i e n t i f i c )  r e a l i s t .  

I was a l s o  g lad  t o  n o t e  your criticism of J. Wet ters tenls  views on my philosophy. 
I b e l i e v e  he  has understood nothing of it. 

ce*$.Ls+- 
V e  d i sagree  on t h e  mat ter  of d i a l e c t i c s .  O f  course we agree  t h a t  every- 

4 
t h l n g  r e a l  ( m a t e r i a l )  is i n  a s t a t e  of  f l u x ,  t h a t  (sometimes) t h e r e  is c o n f l i c t ,  
and t h a t  (sometimes) p a n t  i t a t i v e  inc reases  ( o r  decreases)  g i v e  r i s e  t o  new pro- 
p e r t i e s  ( o r  t o  t h e  l o s s  o f  o l d  ones) .  But I d i sagree  wi th  d i a l e c t i c i a n s  on t h e  
fol lowing p o i n t s  : ( a )  cooperat  ion ( i n  p a r t i c u l a r  spontaneous s e l f  -assembly of 
atoms, molecules, people, e t c . )  is at  l e a s t  a s  important a s  c o n f l i c t ,  (b)  dia lec -  
t i c s  has  never been formulated i n  exact terms,  and ( c )  t h e  exacgerat ion of con- 
f l i c t  not  only  d i s t o r t s  r e a l i t y  bu t  it may lead  ( a s  it d id  Lenin) t o  oppose mind 
and mat te r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c u l t u r e  t o  t h e  economy: it is incompatible wi th  material ism. 

A s  f o r  Di l they and von Wright, t h e r e  seems t o  be a misunderstanding. I have always 
c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  so-cal led h i s t o r i c o - c u l t u r a l  school,  o r  Historismus, i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
g i l t h e y  (whom i n  my youth I used t o  desc r ibe  !'an i d e a l i s t  without ideas'!).  In 
p a r t i c u l a r ,  I have c r i t i c i z e d  t h e i r  main t h e s i s ,  namely t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l  sc iences  
a r e  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  n a t u r a l  ones f o r  deal ing with s p i r i t u a l  processes 
2nd us ing  an i r r a t i o n a l  method, namely t h a t  of Verstehen. One of t h e  works where 
I c r i t i c i z e  t h i s  view is my T r e a t i s e ,  Vol. 7 ,  Pa r t  I1 (Dordrecht: Reidel ,  1985). 
I have a l s o  c r i t i c i z e d  it i n  my I n t u i t i o n  and Science ( 1 s t  ed. 1962, l a t e s t  revised 
Spanish ed. Intuition y razon,  Tecnos, 1985). 

There i s  an a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l i s m  of Di l they & Co and t h e  d u a l i s t i c  po- 
s i t  ion of c l a s s i c a l  Marxism, according t o  which t h e  mate r i a l  p a r t  of s o c i e t y  i s  
i ts  economy, t h e  c u l t u r e  and p o l i t y  being i d e a l .  The a l t e r n a t i v e  is  systemic 
material ism ( T r e a t i s e ,  Vol. 4, Ch. 5, and 61. 7 ,  Par t  11, Ch. 4, a s  w e l l  a s  
Scientific Material ism).  According t o  t h i s  a l t e r n a t i v e  view every s o c i e t y  is 
composed of t h r e e  main subsystems, every one of which is m a t e r i a l  and i n t e r a c t s  
s t rong ly  wi th  t h e  o t h e r  two: t h e  economy, t h e  p o l i t y ,  and t h e  c u l t u r e .  

I am very  glad  t h a t  your Ph.D. s tudent  H. F r e i h e i t  has worked on my philosophy. 

- 
I would be happy t o  meet you t o  d i s c u s s  f u r t h e r  points .  I w i l l  be  a t t end ing  t h e  
3r ighton congress o f  philosophy. If you go, p lease  look me up. On August 23rd 
a t  13 :30 I w i l l  be cha i r ing  t h e  symposium on t h e  Find-Body Problem (Room 4 ,  
3r ighton Centre)  ; and I w i l l  g ive  papers on t h e  25th (on quantum p h y 6 i ~ s )  and 
~n t h e  2 6 th  (on ~jsychology ) . \ 

Mario B U E ~ ~ '  
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