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Dear  P e t e r ,  

Thank you f o r  y o u r s  of t h e  1st. Allow me t o  i n s i s t .  My main o b j e c -  
t i o n s  t o  t h e  an imal -machine  a n a l o g y  a r e  t h e s e :  

1. While  a l l  mach ines  have  been  d e s i g n e d  by  men, n o  man h a s  b e e n  
d e s i g n e d  by  a n y t h i n g - - u n l e s s  o f  c o u r s e  you r o p e  i n  t h e  Great De- 
s i g n e r .  

- 
>. 

2 .  While  some human a c t i o n s  a r e  p u r p o s e f u l ,  g o a l - s e e k i n g  m a c h i n e s  
a c t  by  p roxy ,  i . e .  t h e y  have  been d e s i g n e d  and b u i l t  t o  f u n c t i o n  
on o u r  b e h a l f .  

3. No machine  i s  a l i v e ,  h e n c e  none  h a s  b i o l o g i c a l  p r o p e r t i e s  ( p r o -  
p e r t i e s  p e c u l i a r  t o  b i o s y s t e m s ) .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  no  machine  can  
have  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r o p e r t i e s  o r  a b i l i t i e s  i f  one  p o s t u l a t e s  t h a t  
a l l  s u c h  p r o p e r t i e s  and a b i l i t i e s  a r e  s p e c i a l  c a s e s  o f  b i o l o ~ i c a l  
p r o p e r t i e s  and  f u n c t i o n s .  

4 F o r  t h e  a b o v e  r e a s o n s  i ' - . \  i f  we want t o  u n d e c s t a n d  p e o p l e  w e  
must  s t u d y  p e o p l e  n o t  mach ines ;  i l $ . p s y c h o l o g y  i s  b a s e d  on b i o l o -  
gy n o t  on e n g i n e - e r i n g .  

5. If o n e  w i s h e s  t o  s y n t h e s i z e  ( m a n u f a c t u r e )  a b e i n g  endowed  wit^ 
a n  ego ,  he  w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  a s s e m b l e  a complex a n i m a l ,  n o t  a  complex 
mach ine .  (Bu t  o f  c o u r s e  it i s  e a s i e r  and  c h e a p e r  t o  b e g e t  ' - t h i n k i n g  
and  w i l l i n g  b e i n g s  t h a n  t o  a s s e m b l e  them from s c r a t c h . )  Whi le  
a l l  mach ines  a r e  a r t i f a c t 9  n o t  a l l  a r t i f a c t s  a r e  machines .  For  
example ,  a  m i l k  cow and a  book a r e  a r t i f a c t s  b u t  n o t  mach ines ,  
A chimp t r a i n e d  t o  r e a d  and  w r i t e  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  c h i p s  i s  a n  
a r t i f a c t  b u t  n o t  a  machine.  

A s  I s a i d  i n  my p r e v i o u s  n o t e ,  I am a f r a i d  t h a t ,  i f  one  i n s i s t s  
on s k i p p i n g  t h e  b i o c h e m i c a l  and  b i o l o g i c a l  l e v e l s ,  one  i s  bound 
t o  end up i n  p s y c h o p h y s i c a l  d u a l i s m  and even m y s t i c i s m .  Remember 
t h a t  t h e  f a v o r i t e  a rgument  o f  p r e s e n t - d a y  v i t a l i s t s  i s  p r e c i s e l y  
t h e  ( m i s t a k e n )  a n a l o g y  be tween o rgan i sms  and mach ines .  Cf .  Polanyi. 

S o r r y  t o  t a k e  s o  much o f  your  t i m e  i n  t r y i n g  t o  save your  s o u l .  

C o r d i a l l y ,  

M r i o  Bun e 
k s t a l  address: 5 7 9  Peel Street, Montreal, PQ, Canada H3A 1 W7 




	AR_UBA_FCEN_MB_Sec_PI_Ser_CO_243_page_001.tif
	AR_UBA_FCEN_MB_Sec_PI_Ser_CO_243_page_002.tif

